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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2: To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions 
while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 

4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 

Alloa’s annual concert for senior citizens 
and the handicapped grows in popularity. 
A small Branch with a wide circle of 
friends. they can call on super artistes, 
all giving their services free. 
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‘members try to demonstrate their belief in neigh bourliness by responding o the 
needs they meet and see. But there are increasing murmurs that somehow this isn’t 
good enough unless we do it differently — that we will not be relevant, and modern, 
and taken seriously by ‘other social work agencies’ unless we become professional in 
our approach to service. It is also present in the views of those who argue that the 
Movement, as a whole, should embrace some specific area of current. fashionable, 
social concern and in the process ‘ake a real impact ‘and put us on the nap’ 

It is sad that so few members in the UK know much of the history of Toc H 
in South Africa, and the brave stand that was made there some ten years ago. Until 
that time, Toc H S Africa was registered as a ‘welfare organisation’ but then the 
Government decreed that in order to retain its welfare registration, Toc H must 
(a) form itself into three separate organisations, for black, coloured and white, and 
(b) clarify what type of welfare it was providing, and to meet what sorts of need. 
Was it an organisation to help the handicapped? Or the elderly? Or what? To its 
enduring credit, Toc H S Africa chose the better path, and sacrificed its welfare 
registration, and the financial benefits that registration gave (much as charitable 
Status would in this country). The major reason may indeed have been the colour 
issue, but both reasons were about the refusal to categorise people. 

The pressure to categorise our service is nowhere near as clear in this country, 
but it still begins to pervade our thinking. To take one example, over recent years we 
have seen a number of Branches launching ‘drop-in’ centres — some ‘for the elderly’, 
some ‘for the unemployed’ etc. We also have the development of Friendship Circles in 
the NE aimed to help the rehabilitation of those who have been mentally ill. A few 
months ago, Newport Branches, working in collaboration, decided to open their 
premises as a sort of ‘drop in’ centre one morning a week. (see ‘Round and About’ in 
this issue.) The significance is, as | see it, that they debated at length ‘who’ the centre 
should be ‘for’ — and considered making it a centre for the unemployed, the elderly, 
the lonely, rehabilitation for mentally ill, etc .. . and finally decided to take the risk 
and not label it at all, and have an ‘open’ coffee morning, at which anyone who came 
was welcome. The report lists the exciting mixture of people who have come, and they 
clearly include all the categories that had been suggested. 

To their credit, Newport themselves see nothing very remarkable about this 
new piece of work. I believe, however, that they have reminded us that in a day of the 
professional helper, working, as he or she must, with certain ‘categories of client’. 
there is still room, and need, for neighbours to ignore the categories and open doors 
of friendship to anyone who chooses to come, or can be persuaded to do so, They 
have reminded us that the good neighbour doesn’t have to confine himself or herself to 
a certain type of need, or type of person, and that the need for friendship, company. 
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D RAVE mR DOWE R by Shirley Augustus 


(A report on the dedication of the Cuddesdon House Chapel) 


‘We need a powerhouse of prayer, a 
spiritual heartbeat for Toc H.’ This dream 
of our last Chaplain, John Hull, was 
tealised on 8 May when the Archbishop of 
Canterbury dedicated the renewed Chapel 
of Christ the King at Cuddesdon House. 
In the course of a warm and inspiring 
address, Dr Runcie said, ‘/ am very moved 
by this Service. Toc H has a sure 
foundation in Christ, the light of the 
world, who will help to keep the Toc H 
Lamp burning..." 


And it was a moving Service, with 
readings by our new Chaplain, Frank 
Topping, Director Ken Prideaux-Brune 
and General Secretary Adrian Dudman, 
hymns traditional and modern and the 
Bishop of Oxford leading us in the 
following prayer: 


Lord, we pray that this house may be: 
In a confused world 

a place to find direction, 

in a noisy world, 

a place to dream... 

In a divided world, 

a place to find fellowship... 

And in a sinful world, 

a place to know the love of God. 


A place for loving, 

where the world hates. 

A place for hoping, 

where the world is cynical, 

A place for trusting, 

where the world is suspicious. 
A place for forgiving, 

where the world holds grudges, 
a place for sewing, 

where the world grabs, 

and for healing the wounds 
we carry around inside. 


The Service ended with the lively choir 
leading us in a joyful outburst of ‘Lord of 
the Dance’, echoing the theme of the 
sculpture by the altar. The sculpture was 
designed and executed by Sister Bridget 
Mary of the Community of St Mary the 
Virgin, Wantage, and presented by a 
donor. (See ‘From the 
elsewhere in this i issue.) 


Director’ 


awe 
7 ~ 
+ ll alle? Vie 
e'e al pf 


The Dedication was followed by a 
reception at Cuddesdon House for the 
guests who had come from far and wide. 


The Chapel, erected in 1846 when 
Samuel Wilberforce was Bishop of Oxford 
and living on the site, is a listed building. 
(Dr Runcie told us of John Betjeman’s 
spirited defence of the chapel’s stained 
glass window — presented by Queen 
Victoria — when the building was once 
threatened with demolition.) Thanks to 
generous donations, the Chapel’s new 
roof and splendid two-floor new design 
are in full harmony with the character of 
this building. 


We believe now that John Hull's dream 
will be fully realised as the Chapel of 
Christ the King grows into a centre of 
prayer and inspiration for Toc H and 
embraces visitors, local residents and 
students from the neighbouring Ripon 
Theological College. We pray that we 
shall all draw from this ‘powerhouse of 
prayer’ the strength and courage to meet 
the demands made on us by Toc H. 
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Round and about 


Is this a record? 


Leatherhead Men’s Branch founder 
member George Dench has just 
completed 70 years service in his church 
choir. (He was aged eight when he first 
sang there!) On this splendid anniversary. 
George was presented with a scroll from 
the Royal Society of Church Music and 
an inscribed medallion. In Leatherhead, 
no-one ever has to ask ‘Where’s George?’ 
They all know that if he’s not busy with 
Toc H work, he’s singing in the choir! 


How to raise the roof! 


Bob Bowles writes from Wyre Forest 
Branch: ‘At a little place called 
Heightington in Worcestershire is a small 
12th century church with cream 
distempered walls, old (very old} oak 
beams and polished dark woodwork. King 
John and his men are reputed to have 
worshipped there during their hunting 
trips in the area. Now just a handful of 
faithful folk gather there each Sunday for 
worship but... 

On Monday 14 May, more than 
40 Toc H members and friends almost 
filled the Church and shook the old 
beams with their singing. The occasion 
was the Dedication Service of Wyre 
Forest Branch conducted by its Padre 
Revd Bert Hinton. A warm welcome was 
given to members of Bewdley, 
Stourbridge and Wall Heath Branches. 

After the service tea and biscuits 
were served in the Village Hall to the 
accompaniment of much chat and the 
renewing of old friendships — a most 
worthwhile event. 
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'Teasmade’ Coffee Morning 


happened to 
Branch. Mary 
a brand new 
unds. 


This is exactly what 
Newport (Gwent) Women’s 
Leech says: ‘We were given 
“Teasmade” to dispose of for our f 
It was decided to sell the teasmade and 
use the money to Start a weekly coffee 
moming. Handbills were printed, posters 
made for local shops, adverts placed in 
our local paper free of charge and 
broadcast on our local Radio Station. 
After a slow start, if is now regularly 
attended by 45-50 people who all enjoy 
the friendly atmosphere. Every Friday 
morning our band of helpers arrive at 
9.30 and our “sandwich board” is placed 
outside to welcome ALL. From 10 am to 
12 noon it is a hive of activity and 
chatter, with our members mingling and 
welcoming each one. Our customers 
include local shoppers, school dinner 
ladies, unemployed, elderly or disabled 
people, patients who are being 
rehabilitated into the community after 
mental illness, and even a GP, and 
students... 

‘Many Newport people have now 
been made aware of our existence and 
our work. A number of our new friends 
come along to some of our open 
meetings. The conclusion we have 
reached after nine months is that this is a 
JOB well worth doing.’ 


Art at Alison House 


A reader reminds us that the next 
Painting Holiday at Alison House (with 
first rate tutor Harry Muscutt) is from 
4-11 August. The full cost for the week is 
£57 (shared room) or £6) (single room). 
Interested? Then contact Alan Robson, 
Alison House, Intake Lane, Cromford, 
Matlock, Derbys DE4 3RH. 


Say it with flowers! 


Betty Brooks writes to tell us of an 
unusual labour of love carried out by 
Gorleston (Norfolk) Joint Branch. The 
Branch was asked to help decorate their 
local Methodist Church for an anniversary 
celebration and was allocated an area 
around John Wesley’s pulpit. Thanks 
largely to the artistic sense of two of their 
members they produced an attractive 
display. A cut-out of the Toc H Lamp 
was covered with yellow chrysanthemums 
with tulips to indicate the flame. This — 
together with the letters ‘Toc H' in 
flowers and the Branch Lamp — were set 
on an evergreen base. 


Flying high! 


Melton Mowbray s two Branches Shared 
recently in the town’s Gala Day as part of 
their expression of thanks for the Support 
they have had in their local work. Tog H 
literature was spread around, some 500 
free cups of tea and coffee dispensed and 
almost 1.000 balloons (10 inch coloureg 
balloons carrying the Toc H logo and the 
slogan ‘Toc H cares’) given away to 
children. 

If any of you want these balloons 
thanks to Don Cullen, | can quote you k 
supplier and prices! If enough of yoy 
want them, it might pay us to order them 
centrally — obviously the bigger the 
order, the lower the unit cost. We'll see 
how many of you write to us and take jt 


from there. 


Shropshire ‘Spectacular’ 


Following a Point Three article, Edgmond 
Joint Branch appealed locally for old 
spectacles. They came in great numbers 
from all directions! In one Branch 
meeting night some 300 pairs were 
packed for dispatch to Nigeria. 

(Incidentally, the Branch 
Secretary tells us that they are holding a 
‘Gardening Evening’ on 26 July so, if 
you're around Newport, Shropshire on 
that day, you know where to find a 
welcome!) 


Wedding Bells 


Graham Davies reports: ‘Thurrock Joint 
Branch had the pleasure of attending the 
wedding of two of their members, Cathy 
Tarling and Clive Hasler in April. They 
are the fifth couple to be married having 
met through the Branch. Cathy and Clive 
first met during a Toc H holiday at 
Poperinge. They spent the first few days 
of their honeymoon at the Old House. We 
are not really a marriage bureau but... 


Welcome 


The following new members 
registered during April/May. 


were 


Alloa (J) 
Mrs Agnes Suttie 


Edgmond (J) 
Mrs Joan Findlay 


New Milton (J) 
John Suckling 


Norman E Findlay 


Camborne (J) 
John C Allsop 
Alan D Bennetts 
Mrs June Smalley 


Charmouth (J) 
Mrs Dorothy Higgins 


Hitchin (W) 
Mrs Frances Mather 


Cheadle Huline (W) 
Mrs Ann Gibbins 
Mrs Lily Hunt 


Codsall (W) 
Mrs Alexandra E Bishop 
Mrs Ivy K Weaver 
Mrs Audrey Wood 


Maidstone Swans (J) Group 
Mrs Jean Stolton 


Corby (J) 
Laurence Baker 


Medway 
Denton (J) 


Howard Parry 


Duns (M) 
George T Huggan 
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Wigmore & Rainham (Kent) Branches present a cheque for £275 Some of the guests at the social evening of the Toc H Blind Club 
to the British Diabetic Association to help their research. 


Mrs Dorothy M Hill 
Frederick A Hill 


Gorleston 
& Great Yarmouth (J) 
Miss M E Burton 


Huddersfield District 
Miss Fiona Delahunty 


Leigh (J) 
Miss Sharon A Henry 


& Sheppey District 
Miss Margaret Dunn 


Mold (W) 
Mrs Barbara Hind 


Northampton (J) 
Sidney Cooling 


North Walsham (J) 


Norwich (W) 
Mrs Irene M Bell 


Orpington (J) 
Trevor P Wingate 


St Albans (W) 
Mrs Enid Simms 


Seaton Carew (W) 
Anne G Chitty 


Stony Stratford 
& Wolverton (W) 


Mrs Edna M Nobbs 


Mrs Phyllis M Bean 
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Tavistock (M) ee 
Jonathan D Callen 


Troon (M) 
Revd Philip C Willenbrook 


Uckfield (M) 
Ronald French 


Mrs Dorothy Cooling 


Watford (W) 


Miss Edna M Churcher 
Mrs Joyce A Hudson 


Wellingborough (M) 
Eric H Blaber 
Leslie H Mallett 
Mrs T A Titmus 


Westham (W) 
Mrs M K Hammon 


Wyre Forest (J) 
Mrs Dorothy Hall 
James F Hall 
Frederick Mole 
Mrs Joan Mole 


Yorkshire Area (J) Group 
Peter Kay 


A warm welcome to 47 new members 
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based in Willesden and Neasden. 
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The other day | went out to the car park, 
jumped in my car and turned on the 
ignition as usual. The motor caught 
immediately and began to purr like a well 
fed cat. I tried the brakes and found 
that they were functioning perfectly. 
Before | got in the car | had noticed that 
all the tyres were inflated, so 1 was 
convinced that everything was ready to 
go. | put the car in gear and let out the 
clutch: it gave a slight ‘ping’ and 
collapsed to the floor. 


There | sat, with tyres inflated, brakes 
working, a motor running smoothly, but 
unable to move an inch. Even the 
indicators worked. | could blow the horn, 


but if you are not going anywhere, what 
good is that? Later, after I was towed 
into the garage, the mechanic told me 
that the clutch cable had broken. It was 
soon fixed and now | am on the road 
again. But with the broken clutch cable, 
the car couldn’t move, even though 
the motor and everything else on the car 
was running perfectly, because the power 
in the motor couldn’t be connected to 
the drive shaft. Lots of power, but it 
wasn’t connected: that was the problem. 


| wonder if maybe / am like my car or 
perhaps you are suffering from a broken 
clutch cable and cut off from the power? 
Jesus said, ‘without me you can do 


nothing’. Maybe | have been guilty of 
trying to run without Him — just sitting 
there blowing my horn, flashing my 
lights and going nowhere? And | wonder 
if the church doesn't suffer from a 
broken clutch cable? We have great 
facilities, wonderful people, and 
tremendous opportunity but all too often 
we simply sit in place, making noises and 
flashing lights and not moving at all. 


Wouldn't it be wonderful if we were all 
so closely linked to Jesus that the power 
of God could surge through us, and we 
moved forward with his work in new and 
exciting ways? | wonder what | could do 
to let my life really be powered by 
Christ? 


Do you wonder, my friends, about that 
also? 


§ 


From the 
Director, 


by Ken 


Prideaux-Brune 


1. Are we ready for a policy? 


At the end of my last column (in April) 
I posed the question of how, with our 
increasing diversity, we might hope to 
retain a sense of belonging to one 
Movement. What is the ‘glue’ which holds 
us together? 

l suppose the short and simple 
answer is the Four Points of the Compass. 
And that, though a little glib. is true. We 
are united by a common acceptance of 
certain fundmental aims and ideals. But 
1 wonder whether that is enough, whether 
a philosophy isn’t rather too abstract a 
concept to create the sense of belonging 
which we seek. Ought we to be looking 
for something a little more practical? Can 
we develop some specific objectives 


by Sue Whight 


l hear rumours that few people know 
what is happening in Lincolnshire! So I 
hope Pli put the record straight by 
bringing you an update on what is 
happening in Lincoln itself with our 
young Toc H Action Group. 


In April of last year we arranged a very 
successful weekend at The Poacher’s Den 
with a group of young volunteers and 
mentally handicapped adults. 
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rightly cherishes its autonomy ER hal 
of us responds happily to being to 
to do, even in the most general pa 
Experience suggests that there’s not tie 
chance of our uniting behind an agree 
policy — particularly if the poe T 
comes from the Central Executive. An 
yet, | have spoken to many who hanker 
after something of just this kind, who 
long for the Movement to develop a real 
sense of purpose. And it seems as though 
chance (if chance it be) has offered us 
that opportunity in 1985. 

Next year is the 70th Birthday of 
our Movement and the centenary of 
Tubby’s birth (and, incidentally, the 
Diamond Jubilee of Toc H in Australia 
and South Africa), It has also been 
decreed, by whoever decides these things, 
to be the International Year of Youth. 
This convergence of events suggests to me 
that we ought to consider adopting as a 
specific policy for 1985 the development 
of our work with young people. 

I must stress that such a policy 
objective is not something that is only 
relevant to our younger members. It 
would need to involve us all. Our great 
strength as a youth organisation is that 
we are not a youth organisation — which 
is a slightly Irish way of saying that what 
is important about Toc H is that it offers 
to young people a chance of belonging to 
a Movement which is not just for young 
people and that it offers to us all an 


Not wanting to stop there, we started a 
regular fortnightly session at the local 
sports centre of swimming and table 
tennis followed by the inevitable 
socialising! We now have a friendly group 
of enthusiastic volunteers, somewhat 
small in number, and a group of mentally 
handicapped young adults enjoying 
regular evenings out together. The 
mentally handicapped are all members 
of the local Rainbow Club or the Adult 
Training Centre. At first all of us were 
afraid of ‘showing our real colours’ but 
now we're striking up some good 
friendships between us. 


Of course, I didn’t want to stop there 
and having ‘Toc H Project’ fever, | seized 
upon the opportunity of Organising a 
residential project for those most in need 
of this facility. So the seed grew as we 
began to plan it. 


After four months of planning we have 
been able to book a week in July at the 
Youth Annexe of Hengrave Hall near 
Bury St Edmunds in Suffolk. 
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rt of members of every age. 

A policy of this kind woujd be 
built on the proven success of oy, 
projects programme and of our growing 
number of young groups. It would 
involve the expansion of the project 
programme, both in numbers and, 
perhaps even more Important, through 
attracting a wider range of people _ 
recruiting mentally or physically 
handicapped young people, or young 
Asians or Blacks, as volunteers, for 
instance. It would incorporate a number 
of developments already in the pipeline — 
the new centres in Leicester and in the 
East End of London and the work with 
young unemployed in Sheffield, to quote 
just three examples. It would have an 
international dimension in the launching 
of the volunteer exchange with South 
Africa. And there would surely be a 
whole range of other local developments 
throughout the country once we Teally 
get down to thinking in these kind of 
terms. Might we not at the very least aim 
to have one major focal point for our 
activities in each Region? 

But at this stage I don’t want to 
try and spell out the detail of such a 
policy, because there’s a prior question 
that has to be asked. Are we ready to 
accept and support a national policy? I 
should stress again that in what I have 
said here I am speaking purely personally. 

At the time of writing I have not even 
discussed the idea with the Central 
Executive — though I will hope to have 
done so by the time this appears in print. 


suppo 


Of course we needed money! Who 
doesn’t in Toc H? We estimated the cost 
at £500. After a shaky start, we now have 
approximately £600 and it is climbing! 
As part of our fund raising, our small 
group of volunteers and mentally 
handicapped people have organised a'very 
successful sponsored swim. This was 
arranged as a joint funding event between 
ourselves and Lincoln Rainbow Club and 
has raised a total of £200. We also had a 
coffee evening and we are arranging a 
Mini Handi Disco in May. The rest of the 
money has come from local trusts and 
charities .. . 


So we now have a group of volunteers 
and young mentally handicapped adults 
eagerly awaiting their holiday together, 
with all the attraction of self catering 
and numerous outings and activities. 


When the project was just an idea, I 
prayed that God would provide all that 
we needed and the ability to do this. At 
that time only half of me believed it 
would work. 


In any case the question is not just for 
the Central Executive or for Regional 
Executives. The fundamental question is 
one for each and every one of us, because 
a national policy will demand our whole- 
hearted commitment. Are we ready to 
unite behind such a policy? 


2. Christ the Clown 


When Colin Rudd first suggested to me 
that the new Chapel at Cuddesdon House 
should be dedicated to Christ the King 
my reaction was one of incomprehension. 
The name aroused images of aloof and 
splendid majesty which seemed quite 
inappropriate to a small and intimate 
chapel. Standing in a sculptor’s studio, 
the workplace of Sister Bridget Mary. of 
the Community of St Mary the Virgin, 
Wantage. the scales fell from my eyes, 
and | realised that it was my image of 
kingship that was inappropriate. 

The metal sculpture which 
brought me this enlightenment now hangs 
in the Chapel at Cuddesdon. On the wall 
of the Chapel of Christ The King is a 
sculpture of Christ the Clown and that, 
to me at least, says something very 
powerful about the nature of the 
kingdom, and the kingship, of Jesus. The 
mysterious paradox of the Christ who is 
both king and clown will take a lifetime 

- and more — to understand but certain 
phrases of St Paul's letters to the 
Corinthians float into my mind. ‘The 
doctrine of the Cross is sheer folly to 
those on their way to ruin... God has 
made the wisdom of this world look 
foolish . . . he chose to save those who 
have faith by the folly of the Gospel... 
Divine folly is wiser than the wisdom of 
man and divine weakness stronger than 


But as you can see, God has more than 
provided for our needs in all ways. I also 
know that there will be enough joy and 
paticnce to make this holiday a great 
success. All credit to a God who is still 
alive and active in Toc H in Lincoln. 


| must also thank the Branch here in 


Lincoln for all the support they have 
given to us so far by their own fund 
raising and ideas. They and we are hard 
at work! 


Some of the 27 children who had a great 
day out recently thanks to Toc H in 
Market Harborough. The hosts and 
organisers, standing behind their guests, 
raised the funds themselves through the 
vear for this — their third -— annual 
children’s party. On this occasion, the 
children were taken to a pantomime in 
Leicester, followed by a splendid tea and 
party games. 


man’s strength . . . Power comes to its 
full strength in weakness.’ 

To most of us, I suspect, the 
most exciting and exhilarating thing 
about Toc H is an atmosphere, a lightness 
of touch, a sense of fun, a zaniness — 
there aren't really any words to express 
it but those who have experienced it will 
know what I mean. It’s to be found in 
Branches, on projects, at large gatherings, 
even (though you may find this hard to 
believe) at Headquarters. And that 
atmosphere finds its visual expression in 
the sculture of Christ the Clown, the 
Lord of the Dance. 

And there's another layer of 
meaning in this remarkable work of art. 
It is made entirely out of ordinary 
domestic metal objects, things which have 
been thrown away as useless. And so it is 
a symbol of the wonderful and 
mysterious promise that the ordinary, the 
rejected and the apparently useless — in 
other words you and | — are, in Christ, 
transformed into the divine. The stone 
which the builder rejected becomes the 
chief cornerstone. 

So, it’s a funny sort of place this 
kingdom of which we are called to be 
citizens. The great contemporary religious 
poet R S Thomas pictures it as containing 
‘mirrors in which the blind look at 
themselves and love looks at them back’ 
and says that to get there you must 
‘present yourself with your need only’. 
A funny sort of kingdom, to which we 
cannot gain admission through our 
strengths but only through our 
weaknesses, not through our wealth but 
only through our poverty, not through 
our knowledge but only through our 
ignorance. A funny sort of kingdom, 
whose king is also a clown. 
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gratulations! 
On 27 April, Charles Gray, a founder 
member of Cheltenham Branch (the 


first Toc H Branch outside London), 
celebrated his 90th birthday. 


Charles met Tubby at Poperinge 
during WW1 and has been working 
with Toc H since its beginnings. He 
still attends Branch meetings — he is 
Cheltenham’s Pilot — as well as being 
a regular churchgoer and a hospital 
visitor. He is famous for his 
reminiscences based on a lifetime of 
private service in which he rose from 
page boy to butler and confidante in 
some of the greatest houses of the 
land. 


On his birthday, he decided, in place 
of a party, to invite friends to drop in 
and drink his health. Result: a steady 
stream of callers — usually a dozen or 
so at a time; so many cards and gifts 
that he was still opening them next 
day; a rose bush planted in his garden 
by his Toc H friends. 


At the Branch meeting on 30 April, 
musical honours and yet another cake 
and presentation. 


Galbo Photography 
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“UCANDUIT’ 


by Shirley Augustus 


‘Ucanduit’ is a Toc H sponsored project 
providing facilities for unemployed 
people in the West End of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. There is a 
workshop. a learning area which includes 
computers and somewhere people can sit 
and chat. It co-ordinates community 
activities in the locality. It is supported 
by many different agencies and 
individuals and is funded by the MSC. It 
has close links with St Paul’s Church, 
Elswick. Working on the project are 
Geoff Moore. Jeanne Haggart, Richard 
Lillico. Kim Simpson and Trish Stoker. 
They say ‘We believe that everyone has 
many gifts and skills which thev. may not 
have a chance to use or even discover. 
Lets work together to find these gifts 
and skills and enjoy using them!’ 


CFynesi of , 


My experience of Christian witness in 
priority areas in Tyneside is largely 
negative. We are a wilderness Church ina 
political. social. economic and spiritual 
wilderness. The style and methods of our 
mission reflect the wilderness more than 
anything else. ‘ 


More clearly than anywhere else. it is 
through people that God speaks in inner 
city Newcastle, and it is by the practical] 
love (or lack of it) shown by the local 
Church fellowship that we are judged. 
This depends upon a lively faith in the 
living and abiding Word of God’. 


The needs J] have been made aware of are 
as follows: 


l. To present the real, living Christ 
T don’t think | will ever become a 
Christian — Christ is too much like a 
statue that people write books about’ — 
so spoke a 12 year old boy, which sums 
up perfectly the impression we actually 
give of Christ. He is an academic exercise. 
He is ‘done’ like homework — in a 
B 
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David Sheppard, Bishop of Liverpool Uy 
a Toc H Vice-President, opened th 
centre on 11 May. In his headline ae 
Dimbleby television lecture he + 
offered four keys ‘to deliver inner cH) 
people from the poverty which imprisons 
the spirit’ He urged us all to develop a 
life ethic rather than a work ethic — 
positive action for disadvantaged groups, 
more support for self help in the inner 
city and greater partnership and 
continuity of policy between ali the 
different agencies involved in the area. 
‘Uncanduit’ is a local project trying to 
turn all these keys. It has close links with 
other groups in the area and already 
involves local residents. The premises are 
spacious and in¢lude workshop facilities 
for everything from upholstery to a 
vehicle maintenance course, as well as 
the usual office and kitchen. 


David Sheppard was welcomed to the 
*‘Uncanduit’ project by Councillor Les 
Russell who said ‘Geordies and Scouses 
share similar difficult experiences. There 
is no greater bond than friendship. We 
remember the prayer ‘Out of the depths 
I have cried to you O Lord.’ We must 
listen to the cries of joy and despair 
from the unemployed people around us 
and share in their joys and sorrows. We 
must then direct our own cries of joys 
and sorrow in prayers to God to help us 


community where few people do any 
homework! The same boy told me later 
‘T asked Jesus into my heart last night but 
He got lost’. 


Our gospel must not be first something 
spoken, but first something lived — not 
just by an enthusiastic young youth 
leader staying in an area for a year or 
two, but by the whole Church. Christ is 
not a statue to be written about, nor a 
disembodied spirit to be conjured up — 
but that is how | believe He comes across 
to many Geordies, 

2) To offer a new way of life: a new 
community 

We have seen individuals in the West End 
of Newcastle become Christians. We have 
seen several fall away through Jack of 
support. Sunday fellowship is not 
enough. The provision of effective 
Christian nurture is our main priority. We 
need to establish a daily means of 
Christian support based ona group which 
local Christians can identify as their new 
family and their regular place of work, ie 


a 


in this situation. The Good Samaritan 
took a risk helping the victim. Ar tian 
time decoys pretending to be hurt were 
used to lure well intentioned helpers to 
muggers. We must take risks ourselves r 
help people in need’. 


David Sheppard, the cricketer, said 
‘Liverpool and Newcastle also share goog 
experiences like Kevin Keegan! We must 
raise questions of public policy. We blame 
people who can ’t get jobs but there is no 
blame attached to the vast majority of 
unemployed people in Tyneside. Many 
people are chasing few jobs. The national 
government must tackle the problem 
more energetically. We want to invite 
people to do service in the community, 
Toc H’s founder, Tubby Clayton, was my 
father’s cousin and he encouraged me to 
go to the Fast End of London. He was 
one of the most embarrassing people | 
have ever worked with. When I was a 
14 year old schoolboy he asked me to 
visit a 90 year old man! I have known and 
valued Toc H all my life. Its proper role 
is serving the community with the 
churches. | pray and hope for something 
of real service in this project. We want 
people to be valued as they should be 
valued’. 


David Mayhew, Toc H Development 
Officer said on BBC Radio Newcastle 


S 
not just the Vicar, or individual Christian 
families. 


by David Mayhew 


Toc H is currently seeking to develop, 
with members of various churches, just 
such a group — but it is a long-term 
process. However, without such a daily, 
visible, ‘different’ Christian community |] 
believe there will be little progress for the 
Gospel in our Tyneside communities. 


The key elements of this project/group/ 

network will be: 

= Commitment to Christ 
Loyalty to rival that of thieves 

= A group identity which is as 
important to the individuals 
involved as their own — We are 
the Body of Christ 

- Tolerance of each others’ tempers, 
Occasional lapses (whether 
thieving, adultery or whatever) 
and different personalities 

- Daily involvement in prayer, 
learning about Jesus, and joint 
service in the community 

5 Patience to recognise that, while 
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‘The project is a self help group. It helps 
unemployed people to fly and not fall. 
We want to offer people experience and 
skills. The workshop -supervisor is an 
army electrician and mechanic with a 
wide variety of skills. The computer 
literacy will help peuple to read and write 
better. Everyone is welcome. They can 
develop their skills in any way they like. 
Who can do what at the project? Anyone 
can do anything and they can do it for 
themselves when otherwise they could 
not do it. Employed people can also 
come and share their experience if they 
wish. Project staff will design courses to 
individual needs and unemployment 
benefit will not be affected by it. It is 
Christian based but it is for everyone. 
Anyone can call in during the day. There 
is an informal, flexible atmosphere to 
develop any skills or interests. My motive 
in approving this project is to love and 
serve Christ and to share with everyone. 
We want to train volunteers at every level, 


Simon Hall 
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spiritually and practically. The project 


will give us better links and 
understanding with statutory and 
voluntary organisations. We want to be 
clear in our objectives and define them. 
We hope to provide support for long term 
unemployed people in a specific 
geographical area. 


Our other Toc H activities in the North 
East include Talbot House (a boys’ 
residential home}, our second- hand shop 
(raising funds for deprived children), 
learning for leisure with young 
unemployed people, caving trips, caravans 
for disabled people, development of 
community alternatives for young 
offenders, working with the Newcastle 
crime prevention panel and the 
development of a crime prevention 


Strategy, neighbourhood watch projects. 
restitution 


schemes linking offenders. 


David Sheppard watches Richard Lillico 
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As David Sheppard said ‘People are so 


depressed they feel God has deserted 
them’. The Church of England's 
Commission wants to respond to this 
situation in the best possible way. David 
Mayhew is being enthusiastically helped 
in his work in the North East by LTV 
Nick Gore who is keenly involving more 
young people in Toc H activities. At a 
recent meeting of the Bedlington Men’s 
Branch he said ‘Toc H.does not only 
appeal to servicemen. It attracts young 
people who want to develop friendships 
and overcome prejudices’. 
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Geoff 


problems demonstrate his talents computer operations 
conversion comes overnight, Our first need is to recognise the state of continue to be just ‘nice’ — and not really 
healing takes a lifetime affairs that exists and to tackle some of worth bothering about, except for a bit 
Leadership exercised by long the fears and the differences that separate of soft soap and cheap insurance at birth, 
standing members of the local us. At present | do not know a single death and marriage. 
community, preferably not parish in Newcastle that could not 


ordained (unless we improve our 
rate of ‘local’ ordination!) 
And ‘above all. love’! 


3 To work together as churches and 
fellowships 

The Temple in ruins, with everyone busy 
on his own house (Haggai |) is a good 
picture of the church on Tyneside. There 
are many fine ‘bricks’, very good 
Christians shining in the midst of our 
‘crooked and perverse generation’ — but 
we are not seen to be clearly one Temple 
and one Body. 


Sad to say, the degree of co-ordination 
between council departments and council 
members often appears more effective 
than that between churches and their 
representatives. The Gospel cannot be 
preached effectively while this state of 
affairs continues. Until we seek God's 
presence and renewal together, we will 
continue to fumble along in the darkness 
— with occasional flashes of light, but 
little real warmth or clear sense of 
direction. 


Operate more effectively through closer 
co-operation and sharing of resources 
with Anglican and non-Anglican 
neighbours. People are not seeing Christ 
because of our failure to do this. 


4. To have leaders prepared to take 
sides 

Indifterence is the predominant reaction | 
meet to the Gospel. This indifference is 
the apparent attitude of our church 
leaders. It doesn’t really matter whether 
you're a Christian, a Muslim, a Hindu or 
an atheist — God still loves you anyway. 
‘But ln still in this hell’ cries my 
neighbour. God loves you anyway — but 
don't expect Him to do much about it, 
just feel free to express your opinion. The 
Bible is a helpful reference book — but do 
not take it too seriously, you might 
offend someone, and anyway it is capable 
of an infinite variety of interpretations. 


Until people see Christian leaders taking 
sides, having a distinctive message, in a 
distinctive Church community. belonging 
to our unique Lord, then we shall 


Da To start small, and grow slowly 
Despite the above, we are seeing and have 
seen God give growth in one of 
Newcastle's ‘urban priority areas’ through 
the witness of Christian families 
committed to the area, through house 
groups, through a discussion group in a 
local pub, and through trusting people 
with some degree of responsibility for 
developing their commitment in a 
practical way. In these and other ways we 
are seeking to apply the principles set out 
above. But it is all necessarily slow and 
small scale. 


However, it is on this kind of 
development that we believe the Lord 
will build. We are looking to share with 
others and develop a closer link with 
Christians in other parts of Newcastle and 
other parts of the country, who are facing 
problems with the same faith. 


It is in the wilderness that the Lard 
prepares a highway, it is in the wilderness 
that He makes, and is making, streams of 
living water flow. . 
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Note: 


A member who wishes to remain anonymous is offering a £10 prize for the first correct 


WEIRSI 


(A brain-teaser for a Branch Night) 


. 2 zach one 
Five Toc H members live in a row of five houses. Eac 


i ve in the Branch, wears a different 
holds a different office in Be tasers, West) 


ina different year, and 


type of Toc H garment or symbol (e 
joined Toc H ina different country, 
each visited a Toc H residential centre last year. 


Tho member who joined in S Africa wears a Toc H sweatshirt 
The member who joined in Australia joined in 1931 

The member who visited Alison House last year wears a Toc H badge 

The member who joined in New Zealand visited Port Penrhyn last year 

The member who wears a Toc H badge lives immediately to the right (your right) of the member who wears the Toc H tie 
The Treasurer joined in 1959 

The pilot wears Toc H cuff links 

The member in the middle house visited Colsterdale last year 

The member who joined in England lives in the first house on the left (his left) 

The Jobmaster lives in the house next door to the member who joined in 1978 

The Pilot lives in the house next to the member who joined in 1967 

The Chairman went to Cuddesdon last year 

The member who joined in India is the Secretary 


The member who joined in England lives next to the member who wears a Toc H blazer. 


Which Officer visited Weirside last year? 


Which Officer joined the Movement in 1947? 


solution received by the Editor by post. 


The prize winning Branch (or member) can direct the prize money to be paid to EITHER: 


10 


Family Purse, OR 
The Current Peter East Appeal (Bangladesh), OR 
Project work in the Region of prize winner's choice 
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Saltburn (Cleveland) Group earlier this year were recognised as a Branch. Members are 
seen here with the Mayor (Councillor Ron Jones) on the day Les Hicks accepted the 


Lamp on their behalf. 
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(A Toc H Job in the 1930s) 
by Harold Chainey 


Not far from where I lived as a boy, there 
was a large Victorian building with a 
correspondingly large garden surrounded 
by a high brick wall. The inhabitants were 
mostly boys who had fallen foul of 
society. It was known as the ‘Truant 
School’. 1 had seen them out walking in 
crocodile formation: a master at the head 
of the column, another at the rear. I 
remember feeling depressed by the sight 
of their closely cropped hair, their 
fisherman type jerseys and their heavy 
boots. (Incidentally, one of these boys 
eventually played cricket for his county. 
But his career as a professional cricketer 
came to an abrupt end when it was found 
that he had not outgrown his habit of 
purloining other people’s property.) 


With every good intention, I am sure, 
my mother would threaten to send me 
to this schoo] when | misbehaved. Little 
did I know then that some 20 years later 
I] would be visiting that place at weekly 
intervals. The Headmaster had thrown 
out an invitation to the local Branch of 
Toc H, of which I was a member, to send 
someone along to the school from time 


to time, to extend the hand of friendship 
to these friendless boys. 


The school was by now a Home Office 
Approved School for young offenders. 
The inmates wore a different uniform 
from the old days — tweed suits, shirts 
and schoo! ties, and no cropped hair. 


The Headmaster selected a dozen boys 
whom he thought would benefit from 
contact with a visitor from the outside 
world. I called my little club ‘The Helm’, 
and we met each Friday evening for an 
hour. The object of the club was typed 
out and a copy given to each member. 
It read ‘ro help each other to steer clear 
of the rocks of life’. Thus the name. We 
took as our motto those immortal words 
from Tennyson’s Ulysses ‘To strive, to 
seek, to find and not to yield’. 


At the start of each meeting we held a 
‘pow-wow’ when the boys were invited 
to tell me about any adventure or 
misadventure they had experienced 
during the past week. One boy reported 
on the visit of a dentist who examined 
the school’s -teeth. Proudly the boy 
informed me that he had passed ‘NT’. I 
enquired ‘what is ‘NT?’ ‘No treatment’ 
came the reply. I congratulated him on 
having good teeth, but he disillusioned 
me by saying that many of his teeth had 
holes in them ‘f had stuffed ‘em with 
silver paper, Sir, and the dentist thought 
they had been filled’. What imagination! 


Another time a boy produced from his 
pocket a new torch. He told me the 
Headmaster had granted him an 
afternoon off as a reward for some odd 


SEPTEMBER 30 


Spend a day at Trent Park, 
North London 


Sponsor someone, walk or 
run a mile or 26 


A day to spectate or take part 


Funds to National Toc H and 
a Toc H group of your choice 


Come to a National Event 
organised by North London District 


Enquiries: Jonathan Bach 01-200 1762 
Helen Powell 01-501 3170 


More details to follow 


job he had done. He had been allowed 
out to look at the shops. He visited 
Woolworths and helped himself to the 
torch. ‘But sir he said 7 had to make 
three lifts because they are sold in 
separate parts. First I had to lift the case, 
then I went round again and lifted the 
bulb, and then the battery.’ (Nothing 
over sixpence!) 


As I was leaving one evening one of the 
boys handed me a silver cigarette case. 
‘Is this yours Sir?’ he asked. I replied that 
it was and asked how he came by it, 
‘Took if from your pocket, sir, but as it is 
yours, I’m giving it back’. 


The youngest member of ‘The Helm’ was 
a ten year old named George. The 
Headmaster thought him to be an 
inherent criminal and expressed the view 
that George would go from this school to 
Borstal and from there to Wormwood 
Scrubs. From there he would go to 
Dartmoor and in the end he would swing. 
(Hanging had yet to be abolished.) 


But on the day that I had to leave ‘The 
Helm’. | lined up the boys in single file 
and asked them to shake hands with me 
as they left. George deliberately took his 
place at the end of the line and when his 
turn came to shake hands and say 
goodbye I noticed tears rolling down his 
cheeks, I understood why he had 
continued to be the last to leave. 


On reflection I sometimes think that 
perhaps these boys were not all that bad. 
At least they showed respect for their 
elders, which is more than can be said 
about some of today’s schoolboys! 
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by Keith Rea 


The organisation known as ‘Charlie H’ 
originated in a Service Club called Church 
House established in the Flanders town of 
Poperinge in 1915. Our name was derived 
from the army phonetic alphabet. ‘CH’ 
being passed down the line as ‘Charlie H’. 


Our aim is to do anything crazily good in 
the name of the Lord. Our members 
(known as ‘Charlies’) have become well 
thought of as slightly crazy Christians. 
While all the worthies of the community 
carry out their sober good works (often 
started by ‘Charlies’) we are on the 
lookout for those tasks which need doing 
— even though nobody outside the 
madhouse would attempt them. 


While often our members have tried to 
import normal! and dull habits from their 
ordinary and ful] working lives, we have 
resisted these and eschewed doing what 
everyone else does. 


Of course we have to have a structure and 
we meet in fellowship and contemplation 
from time to time: even our insane 
activities have to be co-ordinated. Our 
officers have names invented by our 
founder (Revd Tubby Clayton) and no 
others are necessary or acceptable. Our 
Pilot presides and steers; the Jobmaster 
doles out the work and ensures that no 
other organisation is doing the same 
thing; the Steward handles the cash and 
the rest of the admin; the offices of 
Chairman and Secretary are banned, as 
we have found that people aspiring to 
such status nearly always gum up the 
works. 


Because our name was a bit odd we were 
refused a Royal] Charter. This turned out 
to be a godsend because we are now a 
limited liability company — more ‘lawyer 
proof’, less restrictive but still allowing 
us registration as a charity. As you can 
guess we have an eminent patron who 
bears our name! 


The problem of the aged who cling to 
power for too long has now been dealt 
with in a ‘broad brush’ way. Anyone 
reaching the age of 65 is invited to 
become a ‘Proper Charlie’, doing half the 
work, paying double the membership fee, 
and excluded from all executive office. 


In a mad world the future for all 
‘Charlies’ seems assured as we are always 
in touch with what is going on! 


What is a ‘member’? 


. . Surely the answer to Jim Lewis’ 
problem (May issue) is that there is no 
problem. Time after time it has been 
stated that Toc H aims to bring people to 
the Church through its own way of life, 
not by pious talking . . . Fellowship and 
service are part of our duty and Jane has 
a perfect right to them... 


Bill Goodwin 
Gosport 


l find it incredible that the Chairman of 
the CEC does not know the answer to his 
own question. (May ‘Open Forum’) | 
find it even more incredible that he has 
not asked my help, since he has recently 
invited me to become the Chaplain of his 
Branch. 

Of course ‘Jane’ must be offered 
every assistance and fellowship that 
Glenrothes Branch can give; but she must 
appreciate that, if she joins Toc H, it will 
be on Toc H terms, and that there is such 
a thing as the Main Resolution. The 
Branch dare not deny its foundation even 
for the most humane of motives; nor 
must it invite Jane to become a party to 
dishonesty. 


Revd Jack Millar 
Glenrothes, Fife 


Please don’t reject Jane as not being a 
Christian, but give her the usual warm 
and generous welcome afforded to what 
we call ‘Christian’ members. Follow 
Christ’s example, he never rejected or 
turned away anyone; they left him. God 
might be using the medium of Toc H to 
call Jane to him — remember what 
happened to St Paul! We don’t know his 
purpose for Jane, so please, don't stand in 
His way by rejecting her, but give Him a 
helping hand, and however disabled she 
is, give her a loving welcome. | am sure 
your Branch will find much happiness 
knowing you are trying to be God's 
handymen and women. 


Winnie Nelson 
Oxford 


Jim Lewis asks (May issue) for help with 
the problem of ‘Jane’ who will not 
discuss religion. 

I suggest there is a further 
alternative open to Jim. He could tell 
Jane that prayer is an essential part of the 
life of Toc H at all levels and that there 
will always be a time of prayer at the 
Branch meeting because members attach 


Open Forum 


great importance to the Christian 
principles on which our Movement js 
based. If, knowing this, she still wishes 
to come to Toc H meetings she wil] 
always be welcome. 

It could be that the Holy Spirit 
will work through Toc H members to 
bring to Jane the Good News of the risen 


Lord. 


Revd Bill Elliott 
Chester 


Can you help? 


I wonder if any members would like to 
help me with one or two of my pet 
projects? Nothing strenuous is required — 
mainly a little letter writing. 

First, an idea that might help to 
reduce unemployment. There are many 
people, like me, who are useless at doing 
their own building repairs, and are 
ignorant of the capabilities of the local 
builders. If we could ring someone saying 
‘Can you find me a builder today — to 
rebuild a chimney?’ and rely on getting a 
man who would do a competent job ata 
reasonable price, and arrive fairly soon, 
many more jobs would be done. 

Any person who had a telephone 
and some knowledge of the building trade 
and of local builders could do this job: | 
believe it has been tried, successfully, in 
one or two areas... 

Members could look around their 
towns to see if such a firm existed, and if 
not, suggest it to someone they know 
who is unemployed, or write to the local 
paper about it... 

Another subject on which there is 
much cause for concern is nature 
conservation. I pass a small reservoir daily 
and have noticed that each year, just as 
the cowslips with which the surrounding 
area used to be covered are coming into 
flower, it is mown, and so, in succession, 
are the other reservoirs. I wrote to the 
Chairman of the Welsh Water Authority 
about this, suggesting that the mowing 
should be delayed until the spring flowers 
were over. He agreed, saying that in 
future, because of reduced finances, less 
mowing would be done. It has not begun 
so far this year. 

Members might like to keep an 
eye on the reservoirs in their areas, and 
land owned by electricity boards etc and 
write similar letters if they think nature 
conservation is being sacrificed to 
tidiness. 

The pen may not be mightier than 
the sword, but it can beat the mowing 
machine! 


Miss C H Jenkins 
Haverford West 


opinions expressed in these columns 
ontributor and not necessarily those 


es any editorial comment) are those of the 
ing the corre dent € Toc H Mavement. We reserve the right to edit ] 
only letters carrying Spondent’s full name and ad 2 it letters, 


dress will be considered for publication. 


official (and other) secrets 


Your Personal View in May’s Point Three 
compels me to rush into print. I cannot 
begin to tell you how much I agree with 
every single thing you say. The amount of 
rubbish and nonsense spilled over this 
silly girl is enough to make one weep... 
After hearing on TV what Miss Tisdall’s 
father had to say l feel that her parents 
are as much to blame as anyone, for the 
girl's lack of integrity. 


B Eric Caulton 
Shepton Mallet 


Congratulations to FGR (Personal View, 
May issue) on one of the few really clear 
and direct assessments of the Sarah 
Tisdall case. Of course, it was a crime, 
whatever circumstances may apply as 
they do to many — including mugging. 

One of the sad things about our 
public life is that so many people are 
ready to dim the standards, rigid though 
they may sometimes appear to be, on 
which reasonable conduct of public and 
private life depends — civilization in fact. 


Bill Steiner 
Wellingborough 


The Old House 


The article by F C Campbell (May issue) 
must touch the hearts of all our 
membership and elicit a powerful 
response. Talbot House is truly a holy 
place — our ‘Mother Church’—and must be 
properly maintained. Therefore let a call 
go out to all our brothers and sisters for 
generous donations to a fund to be 
handed to the Talbot House Association. 
Such an appeal will not fail. 


LC Duncan 
Southampton 


The April issue notifies the death of Tom 
Kennedy. How many readers will realise 
that another direct link with the Old 
House has been broken? | first met Tom 
in 1963 on a visit to Poperinge. One day 
Tom hired a bicycle and pedalled some 
six miles to Scherpenberg Hill where the 
dug-out which served as his Signals Post 
from January to March 1918 was still 
visible. He then rode over to visit once 
again the children (now themselves 
grandparents) of the family he had been 
billeted on. 

Another member of this 1963 
party was Alic Miller who, in 1915, was 
Chief Clerk to the Town Mayor of 
Poperinge. He it was who, together with 
Tubby, went out and selected 41 


Gasthuistraat as the site for 


noine ‘Everyman’s 
Club’. Alic’s handwriting is preserved in 
the hall of the Old House in the signal 


stating that, due to the enemy advancin 
HQ ordered that Chaplain Clayton eta 
evacuate the house, The message was, 
of course, ‘filed’. Alic eventually became 
a Vice-President of Toc H. 


Harry Woolaston 
Stirling 


‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ 


Roland Harris (‘Personal View, April 
issue) hits the nail on the head. Once 
again the old hardy annual crops up that 
we should expunge our ex-Service image. 
We ought never to have had it! Toc H 
grew up from a serving soldiers’ club at 
a time when discipline, mutual respect 
and unselfishness were everyday demands 
on the individual. The material was there 
and Tubby used it. Don't let us get away 
with the idea that fighting a defensive war 
is evil. It is no more evil than going to the 
assistance of some old lady who is being 
mugged. Would we ‘pass by on the other 
side’? Let us hope not. 

l write this as, with the organised 
emergence of Toc H in Poperinge, our 
Belgian friends are critical of our 
attitudes in the Movement in this 


country. To them they would not be the 


country they are today without the 
fighting and sacrifice of the Allies in two 
world wars. This is one of the 
contributory factors in the great warmth 
of friendship we find whenever we visit 
Flanders. 

Now let us have ‘Onward 
Christian Soldiers’ in Toc H, together 
with those essential qualities of the 
soldier which are exemplified in the self 
discipline of each one of us. Then we can 
project a truly Christian, caring, brotherly 
image and the pence will surely become 
pounds. 


R J R Trefusis 
London 


Trading Stamps 


I acknowledge with grateful thanks the 
latest package of trading stamps for the 
Stoke Mandeville Spinal Unit Fund ... 
You will be interested to know that it 
will raise approximately £15. 

l have now donated £27,367.74p to 
Stoke Mandeville — all raised from 
trading stamps and cigarette coupons. | 
am now helping our local WAARC 
Appeal by collecting stamps and coupons 
for them locally only. 


Miriam Tweed 
Attleborough 


New Milton (Hants) Joint Branch recently presented a TV set and Music Centre to the 
special care unit of the Fernmount Centre. This Centre — in a beautiful setting on the 


fringe of the New Forest 
community life. 


trains some 100 disabled people aged 16-55 to adapt to 
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> ‘LETTER FROM 


x 
x AMERICA’ -8 


Our church ‘renew’ group was recently 
discussing the parable of the rich young 
man. Jesus told him to go and give away 
all he had to the poor and then to follow 
him. He was obviously a really good 
person. He'd done his best to follow 
God's Commandments and lead a good 
life. Yet Jesus asked more of him. 


This area we live in is one of the 
wealthiest in America — the equivalent to 
the stockbroker belt in Surrey, England. 
Most people are ‘rolling in money’ in 
comparison with the rest of the world: 
but they don’t realise it. By Morristown 
standards, our group contains several 
‘poorer’ members of our community, yet 
by many standards. having two cars, 
dishwashers, tumble driers etc does not 
make you poor. The first reaction to this 
parable was: ‘This isn’t meant to be taken 
literally — none of us is rich!’ 1 felt my 
blood boil, Jesus meant his message 
precisely for a group like ours. He wanted 
to remind us of the danger of slipping 
into complacency. Many of our group 
have never seen poverty. They considered 
themselves poor if they didn’t have what 
everyone else had. 


Wanted! 


Warden 
for Colsterdale 


Have we in Toc H anyone who would 
like to act as Warden/Caretaker at the 
Colsterdale Centre near Masham, 
North Yorkshire? 


The appointment would initially be on 
a temporary basis from 1 October 
1984 to 30 October 1985, with a 
review at the end of that period. 


The job entails looking after the House 
and offering some local guidance to 
visiting parties. (All parties come with 
their own leader and are self catering.) 


There is a self contained Warden’s flat. 
Renumeration is negotiable. Own 
transport is essential. 


All enquiries, and applications to: 
R Stayman, 244 Chatsworth Grove, 


Harrogate HG1 2EB. 


I remember my days in South Africa 
and the shock of holding a baby suffering 
from malnutrition, of the poverty in the 
townships where people didn't have 
enough to meet their most basic needs. 
] remember the frustration of literally 
begging for money and food from people 
who didn’t really believe that poverty 
existed. I will never forget the faces 
of those dear friends we, in Toc H, tried 
to help. 


I launched out on an emotional soliloquy 
to our group. I must say I quite surprised 
myself with the ardour of my feeling. 
Afterwards, when I thought about it, | 
realised | was trying to convince myself 
as much as the group. You see, we have 
reached a stage where our income has 
started to exceed our needs, at least, 
temporarily. I have no excuse, I have seen 
the need. I do know it’s there, so | am 
responsible. How do I! exercise my 
stewardship? Fortunately, Sean and | see 
eye to eye. The next day I went through 
the entire house, selected all the things, 
clothes, clutter, junk we didn’t ‘need’ — 
All those bad buys etc and gave it away 
to three people who really needed it. I 


Two of our Day Conferences were held in Scotland ~ at Lauder (Borders) 


a 
A 
Ki 


by Margaret McGettrick 


had to act fast in case | changed my mind 
‘we might just need that for...’ The 
result, a marvellous uncluttered feeling 
and feeling of freedom. | was reminded of 
the following and I finally did it! 


Come to me, uncluttered free, 

Free to love me, let me see 

Do you need or is it greed 

The things you need, your life to lead? 


Listen to me carefully, I offer you the key 
open up the door to me 
and love poverty. 


The more time you spend on the things 
you think you need 

The less there is to spend upon 

my grace to feed. 


If you want to be free to live the 
life I give, 

Be really free to love me — 

my life you'll love to live. 


e W Couch 


and Wemyss 
Bay fon Firth of Clyde). Both were led by David Mayhew and a team from Tyne and 
Wear. The picture shows the team together with some of those attending the Wemyss 
Bay gathering. Each of these Conferences is planned as a ‘beginning’ — not as an end in 
itself. We hear from Scotland that one good result already is a link-up with Tyne and 
Wear members which it is hoped will lead into exchange visits. 


TNOLU: Clive W COUCH 
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1983 A 
John Beaton (St Helier — Jersey) 


Nellie M Cheesman (Edmonton) 
Norman Down (Edenbridge) 

Septimus Gibson (Southdown District) 
Dorothy E Hawkins (West Somerset 
District) 

John Lockwood (Maltby-le-Marsh) 
Lilian E Morris (Belfairs) 

John A Muir (Wolds District) 

Charles K Pass (Eltham) 

Alan G Pearce (Medway & Sheppey 
District) 

Revd Henry H Perrottett (Broadstairs & 
St Peters) 

Clifford A Rogers (Bramley) 

Mary Snee (Bedfordshire & North Herts 
District) 

Marianne Vernon (Cottingham) 
William H West (South Leicestershire 
District) 

Edward W J White (Lincs & South 
Humberside District) 


Arthur Frymann 
died on 21 April. 


The Director writes: E. A pasa 
One measure of Arthur's 
contribution to Toc H and to so many 
areas of life in Nottingham is the 
enormous gap he leaves. For Toc H he 
exercised his talent for leadership in his 
Branch, in his Region, and nationally as a 
long-serving member of the Finance 
Committee and of the Central Executive. 
For two very difficult years he was our 
National Chairman. That, for most men 
would have been enough, but he was also 
one of the founders, and for many years 
Chairman, of the Nottingham Samaritans 
—— he would frequently come to a Toc H 
committee meeting in London after 
spending a night on telephone duty with 
the Samaritans in Nottingham. He was an 
active Rotarian, a Vice-President of the 
Nottingham Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry und a former Chairman of the 
South Nottingham Community Health 
Council and of the Nottingham Advisory 
Board of the Salvation Army. And he 
served as a magistrate for 20 years. 
Where he found the time and the energy 
for all this | do not know but he seemed 
always just that little bit more alive than 
Most people. 
Arthur was not just a committee 
man. Perhaps his happiest times in Toc H 


We will Remember. š 


we regret to announce the death of the following members: 


1984 
In February 


A C ‘Michael’ Philpott (Camberwell & 
Dulwich) 


Frederick G J Sherwin (Worthing) 


In March 


Leslie W Wood (North Bucks with Oxford 
District) 


In April 

Tom Collier (Ashby-de-la-Zouch) 
Harry C Chumbley (Chard) 

Olive M Franks (Glen Parva) 

Lily G LaCecilia (Crewkerne) 
Leonard Larson (Dolgellau) 

Jack Lindsay (Newton Abbot) 
James F H Mott (New Addington) 
Suzanne V Parrish (Crewkerne) 
Daisy Wray (Seaton Carew) 


In May 
Leslie Jonson (North Devon District) 


were when he was pruning the roses or 
fiddling with the electrics at Alison 
House. [| am not competent to judge 
whether he was the electrical genius he 
believed himself to be but I do know 
how much he enjoyed making these 
practical contributions. And he was 
always seeking new experiences and 
challenges. | remember how the 
excitement bubbled out of him as he 
talked about his first project, taking 
mentally handicapped people to Port 
Penryhn — and he was then close on 70. 

And so the measure of our loss is 
more — much more — than a list of 
offices held, remarkable as that list is. If 1 
had to sum up Arthur in one phrase that 
phrase would be ‘a man of honour’; an 
old fashioned term for what may be 
regarded as an old fashioned virtue — 
but a real virtue, nonetheless, and one 
which he exemplified more than anyone 
else | have known. He was frequently in 
a minority of one on the Central 
Executive. Within the committee he 
would fight for his point of view 
doggedly and persistently but outside he 
was always totally loyal to the majority 
decision. 

As we send our sympathy to 
Yvette, who has throughout been as 
deeply committed to Toc H as her 
husband, and to their four sons, we thank 
God for a life lived to the full. for a life 
of dedication and humour and loyal 
friendship, for a man (those who knew 
him will realise that ! use the phrase 
purely metaphorically) of great stature. 

KPB 


A . a T AN 
Lack of space has compelled 
over some obituary notices rec 
hope to include these in future i 

~Editor 


Betty McKenzie, widow of Don, died in 
South Africa in February. Jack Harrison 
writes: 

When Toc H invited Don and 
Betty McKenzie to spend a brtef holiday 
in England in 1962 or thereabouts, they 
stayed with us in Sevenoaks for a while 
and shared with us their hopes and 
dreams for the future development of 
Etem beni. 

Don was a quiet man with a great 
sense of humour and a strong and 
attractive personality; Betty supplied the 
support and encouragement the best of 
us need from time to time, and some of 
Don's times were by no means plain 
sailing. But his faith in God and Bettv's 
faith in Don kept them going through the 
early difficult years and on to the 
completion of all that the Settlement 
needed. 

Don was the dominant partner 
but I doubt that he would have succeeded 
so magnificently without Betty's constant 
backing. She was as devoted to the work 
he had begun as thev were to one 
another, 

Betty's particular day to dav job 
was the supervision of the general running 
of the household as distinct from the 
hospital side of the Settlement. Among 
other things this involved training a small 
native staff to prepare and cook meals for 
300 patients and staff — 900 meals a dav 
in a smallish kitchen. And that needs 
organising ability of a special kind. Being 
the kind of person she was she would see 
to it that anxious mothers of children in 
the Settlement were welcomed, cared for 
and reassured. 

And all this for the love of the 
work, the feeling of being privileged to 
serve God's children in their need. I 
remember Don letting slip that he was 
drawing £5 a week for his needs. 
Compare that kind of dedication with the 
attitude far too prevalent these days of 
grabbing everything that’s going and 
howling for more. You have to be avery 
special kind of person to opt out of the 
mob, climb out of the rut and strike a 
new line and all to serve others in 
desperate need. Don and Betty qualified. 
and how! 

JH 


Derby Central Women’s Branch report 
the death in February of Evelyn Adcock: 
she was in her 94th year. After being an 
active Branch member for some years, 
Evelyn continued as a faithful Builder 
from 1970 tó 1982. 


We give thanks for their lives 
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Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) to Point 


Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 


Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Noveltics, 
Bradford BD! 3HE. 


Clacton — 5 berth Caravan, fully equipped, 
excellent site facilities include pool, shops, 
children’s playground and social centre. June — 
£45 pw, July — £50 pw, August — £60 pw, 
September — £45 pw. Full details from Mr 
A Turner, 60 Hall End Road, Wootton, 
Bedford MK43 9HP. Tel: 0234 768410. 


Conwy. Dinner and B & B £10.50 per day. 
Weekends, midweek bookings. Ideal for 
walking, touring, near sea and mountains. 
Doreen and Bill Baxter, Liys Gwilym Guest 
House, 3 Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, 
Conwy, Gwynedd, N Wales. Tel: 049 263 2351. 


Christian Singles. Social events, nationwide, 
Friendship contacts, weckend houseparties, 
fellowship groups. Holidays, home/abroad. 
Christian Friendship Fellowship, Dept B23, 
Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


Toc H house near sea. Sleeps 4/5. £50 pw to 
members or sponsored families. SAE 12 Lister 
Street, Falmouth, Cornwall. Tel:0326 313513. 


King George’s House YMCA, 40-46 Stockwell 
Road, London SW9 9ES. Tel: 01 274 7861. 
Bed and breakfast from £5.90. Single, twin and 
multi bedrooms available. Conferences and 
Groups catered for. Special Group rates. Self- 
service restaurant, spacious lounge, TV room, 
laundry facilities, Chapel. Special balf board 
rates available. Over 200 rooms and only ten 
minutes on the Victoria Line from the West 
End and major railway stations. 


Fund raising through our hand crafted cuddly 
characters. Colour catalogue/charity — pack 
details available from: Scarborough Soft Toy 
Manufacturers, Freepost, Scarborough, North 
‘Yorkshire. 
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